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th
4 October 2019
Staffing Update
We are delighted to inform you that the Governors have appointed Mrs
Goldsmith and Mrs Little to the posts of Lunchtime Supervisors.

Thank you for all your kind donations towards Bags 2 School.
We raised £88.00 for our School PTA.

PTA
Thank you to all who came to the PTA AGM. We are extremely grateful to our
parent volunteers who work tirelessly to raise much needed funds for the
children. We are now in a position to purchase some exciting new reading books
for our early readers and Numicon, a recommended maths resource. Look out
for the next fundraiser and, if you can help in any way, please contact Caroline
or Sally. Many thanks for your support.

Year 5 visit to Dukeshouse Wood
Last week our Year 5 students built resilience as they took part in many outdoor
activities; the abseil, 3G Swing and Leap of Faith being three of the favourites!
The children took on the challenge, with the rest of the Ponteland Partnership,
working as a team through the obstacle challenge and buggy building; making
solid friendships ready for their next chapter, as they continue throughout
upper key stage two and High School!
A very enjoyable residential indeed!

Federation Day – Friday 27th September
Professor Brainstorm was fabulous! He came to both schools
and saw all the children, demonstrating that sometimes
what appears to be magic, can be explained using scientific
knowledge. The children also enjoyed trying to solve some
physical problems, such as how to build a tower that was a
metre high and how to get the balls from one end of the hall
to another using drainpipes and …teamwork!
The theme of the day was, ‘Having Fun and Making Relationships’. We all had
great fun with maths orienteering and circus crafts whilst trying to engage with
our Longhorsley friends. Hopefully your child will be able to tell you a name of
someone they met and, if you’re really lucky, a little bit more about them!

Years 5 and 6 Tag Rugby Festival – Thursday 17th
October
Year 5 and 6 has the opportunity to take part in a Mixed Tag Rugby festival on
Thursday 17th October at Morpeth Rugby Club.
Please return your child’s permission slip to school by no later than Monday 14th
October! Thank you

Eco Messy Church – Newcastle Cathedral – Saturday 19th
October

Years 3 and 4 Tag Rugby Festival – Monday 21st October
Year 3 and 4 has the opportunity to take part in a Mixed Tag Rugby festival on
Monday 21st October at Ponteland High School. Please return your child’s
permission slip to school by no later than Wednesday 16th October. Thank you

Shoebox appeals
Over the past years many families from our school and community have enjoyed
supporting a charity which sends a specially created shoebox of gifts to those in
need.
Last year some of you were keen to support the Link to Hope Charity which
organises delivery of shoeboxes of gifts to families and the elderly in need,

while in the past, people have been keen to create shoeboxes linked with

Operation Christmas Child Charity. This shoe box appeal is a Christian charity
which sends shoeboxes to children in other parts of the world – often in
Eastern Europe.
Both leaflets will be sent home for you to take a look at. Please feel free to
come in if you would like more information about either charity. Although
linked with Christmas (which is still a while off) both charities request the
shoeboxes in advance so they are able to make delivery by Christmas. This is
why the leaflets come out so early!

Shutterbugz – School photographs – Tuesday 22nd
October

ADVANCE NOTICE - The Snow Queen Theatre visit –
Tuesday 17th December
This year we will be joining our friends at Longhorsley First School for our
Christmas theatre extravaganza. We have arranged for a travelling theatre
company to come to Longhorsley Village Hall with their production of the Snow
Queen.
A new musical adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s much loved fairytale by
Gillian Juckes and Rick Juckes who have many years’ experience of writing
drama, music and songs for theatre, TV and radio.
How far would you go to save your best friend? Gerda and Kay are the very
best, better than best friends. When Kay is swept away by the Snow Queen to
the Land of Snow and Ice, Gerda knows exactly what to do. She must set off on
a journey to find him. Join Gerda and her helpers – the Crow and the Reindeer –
on their quest to find Kay and rescue him from the Snow Queen’s Palace before
his heart turns to ice.

Parent Volunteers – reading and
swimming help urgently needed!
We actively encourage parents to come into school each week to listen to
children read. It is great to see both Mums and Dads doing this. If you wish to
volunteer on a Thursday morning between 9:00am and 10:00am, please speak to
your child's teacher.
We are also seeking volunteers to help at swimming on a Wednesday afternoon.
This can be every week, or on a rota system, travelling on the bus with the
children, or meeting us at the pool; it is entirely up to you. If you are able to
spare some time to help us please speak to your child’s teacher or contact Miss
Johnston in the school office. Thank you so much for your continued support.

Free Rugby Training Sessions – Morpeth Rugby Club

Dates for your diary –
Tuesday 8th October – Reception, Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 visit to Woodhorn Colliery Museum
Thursday 11th October – Nasal Flu vaccinations – Reception – Year 6
Monday 14th & Wednesday 16th October – Parents’ Meetings: Pupil Progress Update
Thursday 17th October – Years 5 and 6 Tag Rugby Festival – Morpeth Rugby Club
Monday 21st October – Years 3 and 4 Tag Rugby Festival – Ponteland High School
Friday 25th October – Family Church Service
Friday 25th October – School breaks up for half term
Monday 4th November – Teacher Training Day
Tuesday 5th November – School re-opens for autumn term 2
Tuesday 5th November – Operation Encompass ‘Drop in’ and class PSHE session for Reception
and Year 1
Monday 11th November – Remembrance Service

Monday 11th – Friday 15th November – Anti-Bullying Week
Friday 15th November – Children in Need
Friday 29th November – Family Church Service
Friday 6th December – Christingle Service – 2:00pm in Church
Monday 9th December – Rehearsal in Village Hall – Please collect children from the Village
Hall at 3:10pm unless they are going into PAWS
Tuesday 10th December – Rehearsal in Village Hall - Please collect children from the Village
Hall at 3:10pm unless they are going into PAWS
Wednesday 11th December – Afternoon Christmas Performance – 1:30pm in the Village Hall
Thursday 12th December – Evening Christmas Performance – 6:00pm in the Village Hall (5:30pm
for children to get ready)
Monday 16th December – Christmas dinner for children – 12 noon in school
Monday 16th December – Christmas Jumper Day (donations for Save the Children Charity)
Tuesday 17th December – Pantomime – The Snow Queen with Travelling Theatre Group –
Longhorsley Village Hall

Thursday 19th December – Christmas Party for children (children may come to school in party
clothes)
Friday 20th December – Christmas service – 2:00pm in Church
Friday 20th December – School breaks up for Christmas

